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April 13,2020

Mr. Dennis Foldenauer

Regional Director

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration
230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3280
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Director Foldenauer

I write to bring your attention to the competitive application submitted by the Eastgate Regional
Council of Governments’ (Eastgate) to the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC)
Partnerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic Revitalization (POWER) 2020 grant
program.

['understand that Eastgate seeks funding for the implementation of conduit for broadband within
the project limits of the Youngstown SMART?2 Network project. Placement of this conduit aims
to be the first step towards executing a fiber-optic broadband network throughout the
Youngstown Central Business District and along the Mahoning River.

Assistance from your agency would help Eastgate, in collaboration with the Youngstown
SMART?2 Network project, continue to spur economic development in the downtown
Youngstown opportunity zone.

Please give all due consideration to this request. If there are any questions, please contact my
Grants Coordinator, Kristy Ramey, at (614) 469-6774. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Z

Rob Portman
United States Senator
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