Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 16, 2013

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary,

[ write to you today to request that the State Department reaffirm America’s longstanding
commitment to protecting religious freedom around the world by taking a stand against religious
persecution in several current concerning cases around the world. While these cases are not the
only examples of religious persecution in the world, they do represent several opportunities to
demonstrate American leadership on an issue central to our national identity.

In January, 2013, the State Department issued a statement condemning the treatment of Saeed
Abedini, an Iranian-American pastor being held in a brutal Iranian prison on charges related to
his Christian faith. I welcomed your statement and signed a letter thanking you for making it.
am also appreciative of your statement on August 29 calling for Mr. Abedini’s release.
Unfortunately, the sad reality is that Mr. Abedini remains in confinement and subject to the
brutal mistreatment and constant violations of his religious and human ri ghts that have
characterized his experience since his arrest in 2012. As Iran’s new President, Hassan Rouhani,
assumes office, now is the time for a sustained push to determine whether his stated desire for
moderation and reform is sincere or whether he remains committed to Ayatollah Khamenei’s
vision of intolerance and persecution of Christians and other religious minorities. Mr. Abedini is
an American citizen and has the right to expect his government to do everything it can to come to
his defense.

Several thousand miles away, another American citizen languishes in a Jail cell for unjust
reasons. Kenneth Bae, a Korean-American pastor, has been imprisoned in a North Korean labor
camp since November 2012. While he was allegedly convicted of “crimes against the North
Korean government,” his only real crime seems to be his desire to improve the lives of his fellow
man regardless of the obstacles a totalitarian and ruthless regime put in his way. Mr. Bae’s health
has deteriorated significantly as a result of the brutal conditions in North Korean labor camps,
and he has been moved to a hospital. I respectfully urge you to do everything in your power to
secure his release before it is too late.

In Nigeria, the plight of Christians in the Muslim-dominated north continues to worsen. Attacks
by anti-Christian mobs and radical Islamist groups such as Boko Haram have increased. In fact,
according to some reports, more Christians were killed in northern Nigeria in 2012 as a result of
religious persecution than all other countries combined. Mistreatment of the Christian minority
in northern Nigeria extends beyond just violent attacks and permeates social, economic, and
political life. Throughout much of northern Nigeria, Christians are treated as second-class



citizens by many local and state governments and denied equal access to social services,
employment opportunities, and religious protections. I have heard concerns that the State
Department has not sufficiently stood up for the rights of Nigerian Christians to practice their
faith free from fear about violence and discrimination against themselves and their families. I
encourage the State Department to play a more active role in standing up for Nigerian Christians
and working to prevent the persecution of religious minorities throughout the country.

These cases are but a few examples of the growing threats to religious liberty around the world.
Increasingly, I am also seeing concerning reports of violence against Christians throughout the
Middle East, as violence and upheaval threaten to plunge the entire region into chaos. As the
world’s great bastion of political, economic, and religious freedom, the United States has an
obligation to make the protection of these liberties an important component of our foreign policy.
[ have heard concerns that this administration has not prioritized religious freedom—both at
home and abroad. I urge the State Department to take meaningful action underscoring America’s
commitment to defending the freedom of religion around the world. By reaffirming this
commitment, we can not only end the suffering of persecuted religious minorities around the
world, but we can also reestablish America’s moral leadership on an issue that is essential to who
we are as a people.

Sincerely,

TR0tz

Rob Portman
U.S. Senator



